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MEMORANDUM FOR T}~ DIREC�lDR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

SIJB.JECT: Political Trends in Saigon

1. Baa Daf is continuing his efforts to retain his nominal

role as Chief of State and now has a ~tnewhI pian, differing

only slightly froR previous plans, which he may present to

French and US officia1~ in Paris. This plan may receive some

support from the French, but it would almost certainly be

unacceptable to practically all elements in Vietnam. The

events of� the past two weeks have practically eliminated Baa

Dat�s influence In Vietnam. There is little remaining senti

ment for his retention, even as a constitutional xronarch. Diem

and his supporters almost certainly would not now agree to any

council named by Baa Dai, and particularly one containing Bun

Loc, Buu Hot, and the Cao Dai Pope. Any effort to �sell� this

plan to Diem would almost certainly be relected.

2. At the moment, Diem, and within the French Government

at least the French Foreign Office, appear to agree that Bao

Dat has little influence and that probably he will be eventually

deposed. They also appear to agree that this should be
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soeo�~plished ~a4ual3~y and in a relatively ordorly fubi.on.

Diem�s ~proaah involves having the Estates C~norai (a cone

ference of pz�ovinciai and local offtciale convoked b~ !)ism~

on I~ M~) ~çrovs the fol1o~dng steps, Cs) Ba~ t~at to prooldm

be store. ~ll ow.~ to Pie~ (~) ~: ~j ~ give aU

MO*~A1E7 poi~ors to a national aee!nbly once it is conetituted

~fvu .lscttonaj and (a) 8*o Dai to guarantee that hevifl

~t stt*~pt to eheng� the goveri nt, withdraw p~are fz�oa

Diem, łr o~*�wtee intervene in internal Vietna~aees affairs

pesding action by the ueethly. The French Foreign Otfic. rem.

gs~de this approach as providing the beat prospect for settling

~

present crisis and for curbing the Rei~1,utionary Council

~bich they regard as a dsngerou menace. ~ ~is~ge~ that

the uee~bly will ban the power to reuo?e Ban Dd; it is

e1.sr that the French have gone this for.

3.. it the moment, it qpare th~t Dies is in control of

the situation. Although the ee .t~j~.ed flevoiLitionary Council

~ *ppira to be cccnpeting with Premier Diem for political

leadership in. South !isteai, it ~ not a unift.d ~oup, and

its opportunistic creation wes prinarily the work of th~eo

Æst ganerale isho plinnad to rali.y natinnaliet support and~

p..stbb, to fore. Dice to a mere radical course. Dice appears

I.,.



to be Uaing the EetateV Go~e;a~ as a counterweight to the ax.

trØlst prtasur~ originating from the voI~ztions.ry Council..

Dis&s gov&nm~t a~eare to beve the 1o~�slt7 of t~e bulk of

the fletuemaso Natio~id Az~� (V&~), wbioh. ie the k~ element

Ia. the ~aigorz wea, ai4 he probabl~~ could tieperse the r~U

if it offered an ~m.diate threat tO the government. We b&.ieie

that provided be receivee US and French u~port1 Diem can retain

control �~f the situation at least until the national. aaefti~y

ee~a.

J~ A1t~ugh the Revo1~Ltionery Co~cil offere an inviting

t~�gst for ~iet ~inh 2~ti]~ation. azil s~toitation~ there 13 as

jet *0 convincing evid*nCe tror~ ~rsnch or other sources that the

~aeii is nov being influenced b~p Vtet Xinh ajants. Noreover~

the pflnoi~al so~rc. of parer of the Council, the sect troops

budnd certain Council loaders, are the~asejve. .tron4y anti

~ianist. rinally, Diem ii veil aware of the danger at Coa~zuniet

iafiltrat4on of the Revolutionary Cou~oi]1 attbou.gh be etata8

be no evideme, of such activi~ at this bins.

S. Diem is also eoncerz~ed over the poaaibili~ of anti-

friech inÆldsnt. in $atgon, vhich icu]4 create a pave situation.

a. et.tes that he desires the French to aiabe geetur~ at support
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for Ma geIsr!~eUt ao That the prewnt high de~�es of ułptCtofl

.t French aottve aM sottous in the rec.nt crate may be

amd.r*tsd .

aM the chenc~ of snttJrench manifl5tatio1~5 rethiced.

~latior~s between Dt.!i aM tieneral fly have beocee so strained

4~tng the recent crisis that we believe it im3i]ta1y that ~ly

smild uzr~inc. Di4rnt that the Trench we~e, giving firm e~~t

t.Dt~.

6. The pQSSib11Ut~Y re~rdne that D~.em wilL be i~iable to con.

feel the ~statee ~�eneral snd that thin bo~ wtil co~tns with

the ReToll2tiO!W17 C~inctl in d.u~axidii~ the I e~iinte dsposin&

of Be~ ~4. Tn this event, Dirt wilL probably feel it

to go along. M he has explained to £~baseedoz~ ColLins, he

bo3t.vu ~everyonea is against Bao Dai, aM 1* wou2& probably

believe tb~t to resist fm�ther wu1~ eeriouAT pro~iC* his

abt3.it~ to retain c~n~ol of the attv.ation.

7. Bao flai�e abi~.catiofl In fa1vo~ of hi.. eon p obably wed34

wt reduce pressureS in favor of the dieeotution of the monarchy.

if Bso I*i ii çuickly ~~OIeII*flt5 ~P,U1d

beve increased their power. Tn the ussettled ocndittons which

zsued there wo~ild be increased Tt~1T2itie5 fo~ dissident

aM flttalnh scttYitl. There might also be some defeetions in

0111..
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Sn vm z~ Misc UI ItfiSp~ !s ~jaassi, hew.

S. S ~4S S tolk 0�S *0. *dd net.. tefli to

Us sad Si S add to aMa to ISis *5*45w We

.apst, a 1.et afl$ * safl4~,* assNj se PeaS,

% twos *ess is S a haflik ettanflln t* *4,,

n to UIS. is Wi sad flan La satan as Sqsss
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atwstla.

in en r~~i* Cl? *W*t &nianvc.

eje

as t~
krnm~
~y~a �

I
c.~.4tVfft r

I


